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The Outdoor RecTr geswmeistimmSinssins
of BC (ORG)reless a A
funding for our provinci —————
Objectives ar e: ]
T To promote the benefits of public outdoor
recreation in British Columbia.
T To represent the interests of the outdoor recre:
publ i c.
f To advocate and facilitate access to public | an
f To foster responsible use of British Columbia's
and education.
f To be a forum for the exchange of views between
ot her organizations in matters related to outdo
f To build bridges between outdoor recreation gr o
The ORC represents a wide range of recreational u
(l'i ke Nature BC), to t rraciads rgercoruepast i(olni kger oFupSsS.) t o
At the ORC AGM hel d JunelO4lwag0fgédssResohani mau2l0
RESOLUTI ONO42 016 hectares and the number of Provincial Parks and Protected

) ) Areas increased from 490 to 1,029 in 2014; and
To increase the funding for BC Parks

Proposed by the Executive Board of Directors. Moved &
seconded (R. Schroeder/P. Harrison)

Preambl e

BC’s extraordinary provincial parks are truly world class!
There are few countries in the world, let alone states or
provinces, which can claim to have such an extensive park
system. In addition to protecting thousands of hectares of
British Columbia’s varied ecosystems in which British
Columbians can hike, climb, ski and paddle and otherwise
enjoy the outdoors, it is these parks which are the true emblem
of Supernatural BC and which attract visitors from all over the
world. Our parks system is the largest provincial system in
Canada, and yet it is one of the worst funded on a per-hectare
basis in the country.

While many if not most British Columbians value their parks,
as do many visitors from outside the Province, the BC
Government does not appear to do so. For many years the BC
Government has starved BC Parks of the operating funds
required to adequately maintain the infrastructure in the parks
and maintain the number of park rangers at the level required to
provide adequate visitor services. The only parts of the
Provincial Parks which are reasonably well funded are the front
country areas with developed camp sites, which are
administered through contracts with Park Facilities Operators
(PFOs). The PFOs receive and retain fees from the public for
their services and it is those fees which they use to maintain the
facilities they manage. This anomaly in the park funding model
leads to a distorted view of the Provincial Parks and an
impression, by persons taking a superficial view, that the parks
are adequately funded.

Resol uti on

Wh e r eha &ea of the BC Parks system more than doubled
during the past 20 years from 6.5 million hectares to 14 million

Wh e r énahs same 20 year period the number of Full Time
Employees was reduced from 486 to 195 in 2014, to be
partially replaced with Park Facilities Operators who do not
have the same responsibilities, knowledge or authority as Park
Rangers, each of whom is responsible for up to ten parks; and

Wh e r 8@ Rurks' annual operating budget of $31 million has
barely increased since the year 2000; and

Wh e r eha demand for campsites in BC’s Provincial Parks
almost invariably exceeds the number available; and

Wh e r etle SSelect Standing Committee on Finance and
Government Services in its November 2015 report
recommended that the budget of BC Parks be increased; and

Wh e r eha X)16 Provincial Budget contained no significant
increase in the budget for BC Parks;

Therefore be i tthatfhaiGoundil @end allitse s 0 |
member organizations contact all BC’s ministers and MLAs to

ensure that they are aware of the inadequate state of funding for

BC Parks; and

Be it f ur tthatehe Counel sabh dn like-@inded non
-government organizations with a similar interest in BC Parks
to join a concerted campaign for a significant increase in the
funding of BC Parks in 2017.

Be it f ur t htleatr the Ceuscid urgeethe BC
Government to increase the operating budget for BC Parks in
order to maintain the infrastructure in the parks, such as trails,
bridges and other facilities, and to hire more Park Rangers; and

Be it f ur t hhetrthe Coensloahdvite thember
organizations adopt and promote the following proposal to
Ministers and MLA’s, to be implemented by the BC Ministry of
Finance in the 2017-18 Provincial Budget. Increase the annual
operating budget of BC Parks by 10% a year for five years.



Wil derness Committee reports on Fund

| t s -gaoni ngn concern with many r e cortehaet i uvonnd earn df ucnodn
provinci al par ks.
I n June, Gwen Barl ee, Nati onal Policy Director
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Bi | | Redston Memorial Wal k/ Cycl e
Bill sat as a member of the FOSS6 board from 19
November 2015. Bill was an avid mountain biker.
On Sunday July 10, more than 50 of Bill és f ami/|
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f Trails are often in close proxi ana
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