Friends of the South Slopes
December 2019

Box 28011 RPO East Kelowna, Kelowna BC V1W 4A6

http://www.foss-kelowna.org

info@foss-kelowna.org

Notice of the

Annual General Meeting
of the Friends of the South Slopes Society
Date: Thursday, Feb. 13, 2020
Location: EECO Centre,
Mission Creek Regional Park
2363 Springfield Road,
Kelowna, BC
Refreshments & Social
Membership table
AGM—7:30 pm
Guest speaker will be a BC Parks’
representative —- more details will be sent
to our membership in January.
Please note that the 2020 AGM is scheduled in February, not
January, because of renovations at the EECO Centre.
Membership renewal information is on page four of this
newsletter.

Disclaimer!!! The Fairy Garden is not
located in any parks!!
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Staffing Announcement
From BC Parks
Steven Bercek, Community Liaison Officer/Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy
(Kootenay Okanagan Region) recently notified FOSS of the following new Okanagan East staff:
Jonathan Finlay, Area Supervisor
Geoff Popowich, Senior Park Ranger
FOSS welcomes these new staff members and looks forward to continuing to work collaboratively
with BC Parks’ staff in Myra-Bellevue and Okanagan Mtn. Provincial Parks.

Helipad Proposal
in Upper Myra-Bellevue Provincial Park
The FOSS Board recognizes that with increased use in Myra-Bellevue Provincial Park, there will be
a rise in call-outs to emergency services. When called out by 911/Police/Fire the Central Okanagan
Search and Rescue (COSAR) are responsible for attending to injured individuals and extracting
them from the area.
About a kilometre below the KVR, near the
junction of Blancher’s Silver Trail and Vapour
Trail, is a large clearing that was established
during the 2003 Okanagan Mtn. wildfire. It is
estimated to be about 150 meters in diameter
and is gently sloped uphill, with some of it level.
The coordinates are: 49 45’59.9” N
119 24’32.7” W
FOSS Board Member Milt Stevenson has
collaborated with members of COSAR (Karen
Gretzinger & Doug Hufsmith). COSAR felt that a
Helipad would be a useful addition to their
toolbox of extraction methods from the park.
FOSS’ proposal to B.C. Parks is to establish a
permanent, aesthetically appropriate Helipad, as
per B.C. Parks specifications.
FOSS Directors REALLY encourage you to consider sitting as a
2020 member of the Board. Under its Constitution & By-laws,
FOSS can elect up to twelve directors. There are many areas in
which you can contribute — project development and
implementation, grant writing, social media, committees work,
map sales, equipment management or just a ‘bum in the chair’ at
board meetings when decisions need to be made… the list goes
on and on.
If you would like to be on the 2020 board, please contact FOSS
at: info@foss-kelowna.org
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Dec 12, 2019
Report of activities of trail maintenance (Last report was for Oct. 14-21 )
“Since my last ‘trails report’ in October, there have not been any issues reported in MBPP (good
news).
FOSS Adopt a Trail Volunteer Andrew Stevenson, who
spends a huge amount of time doing trail maintenance in
Okanagan Mtn. Provincial Park, has again been very
busy brushing. He is reporting several major trail issues
that will need mechanical equipment to mitigate come
spring. This work, as with all of our efforts, will be very
dependent on our engagement with the new BC Parks
administrators and of course how Mother Nature treats us
next spring.”
Herb Blamire, FOSS Trails Co-Ordinator

Okanagan Mtn.
Provincial Park
photo credits:
Andrew Stevenson

Update: Kelowna Integrated Water Supply Project
If you’ve been on the ‘Luxmoore
Trails’ this fall you’ll have seen that
the new water line has been laid
along the flume. This completes
the connection between Luxmoore
Rd. and Ball Court and over to the
Hayes Rd. pump station. These
photos were taken in November.
This section of the water supply
project has since been completed.
FOSS understanding is that the
access road will be rehabilitated,
leaving a trail that the public can
use.
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Please renew your FOSS membership for 2020
and encourage new members to join!
You can complete the membership form below and return it to
FOSS by mail, or complete it electronically.
Please visit:
www.foss-kelowna.org and click on the ‘membership’ tab.
FYI, Memberships and donations are completed separately on
the website so that tax receipts can be automatically generated.

Friends of the South Slopes Society
2020 Membership
Annual Membership ($20.00)

______
*Donation:
_______
*You will be issued a tax receipt for donations of $10 or greater

Please make your cheque payable to:
Friends of the South Slopes Society
And mail to FOSS at: Box 28011 RPO East Kelowna, Kelowna, BC

V1W 4A6

Pay on-line at: www.foss-kelowna.org —— under ‘membership’ tab.

Membership Information:
Name(s):_______________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________
Postal Code: ____________ Telephone: _________________
e-mail: ___________________________ (Please leave blank if you do not wish to receive information electronically)
I wish to receive my FOSS newsletter electronically in pdf format:

Yes ____

No ____

Affiliation: Club/Organization (if applicable) ________________________
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