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Friends of the South Slopes 
 

Fall 2016 

Okanagan Mtn. Provincial Park, Central Okanagan Naturalists Club, Oct. 1,  2016 

Ushering in 2017 By Penny Gubbels 
 

Itôs the countdown to Canadaôs 150th birthday. 
FOSS will be celebrating the year-long event with 
a Canada 150 Project which includes repairing 
and replacing some bridges in Myra-Bellevue Park 
and initiating other trail enhancement proposals. 
This project is 50% funded by a Federal  Western 
Economic Diversification grant. There will be more 
about this exciting project at FOSSôs January 12, 
2017 AGM and in future newsletters. 
 

FOSS has come a long way since the  April 15, 
1998 AGM when it developed into a trail advocacy 
group. While looking back on the last nineteen 
years, I compiled a few statistics from the files. All 
records are from 1998 to 2016 unless otherwise 
indicated.  
 

Donations & grants received    $328,708 
Value of In Kind Contributions  $200,320 
Volunteer Hours     14,107 (2004-2015) 
 

Here is a brief synopsis of some of FOSSô 
accomplishments between 1998 and 2016: 
1998-2000ðAdvocacy for orderly development of 
recreational opportunities on Kelownaôs South Slopes 
(Regional District of Central Okanaganôs South Slopes 
Parks & Recreation Study) 
 

2000ðFOSS led the lobby to successfully oppose a 
mining claim filed  at Angel Springs. The Province 
denied the claim and the  land became part of the 
newly established Myra-Bellevue Provincial Park in 
2001 
 

2001ðFOSS and BC Parks partnered for the 
development of the Stewart Rd. East Parking lot 
 

2003ðFOSS built the information kiosk at the Stewart 
Rd. East Trailhead in MBPP, and designed, purchased 

and installed the kiosk signage.  
 

2004 to present timeðFollowing the 2003 Okanagan 
Mtn. Provincial Park wildfire, FOSS led the post-fire 
recovery of trails and facilities chiefly in the Crawford 
Trails section of MBPPðthis is accomplished through 
fundraising, hiring contractors & thousands of volunteer 
hours. 
 

2005ðBridges were constructed in MB and Okanagan 
Mtn. Provincial Parks. All trail signs in MB were 
purchased by FOSS & installed by volunteers or its  
contractors. 
 

2007ðFOSS initiated its Adopt a Trail program. It was 
expanded in 2012 to include a trail sponsorship 
component. 
 

2008ðDevelopment of the Angel Springs Interpretive 
Trail & parking lot. 
 

2009ðPriest Creek Trail  and 2010 KLO Creek Trail  
Projects (collaborative projects with the City of Kelowna 
Parksô Department) 
 

2012ðStewart Rd. East Interpretive Trail completed 
 

2014ðFOSS honoured with BC Parksô Volunteer 
Group of the Year Award 
 

2015ð FOSS hired a contractor to brush,  clear 
blowdowns and do erosion mitigation work on 39 km of 
trails in MBPP & OMPP. This was funded by a National 
Trails Coalition grant and matching donations and 
grants (a $47,884 project). 
 

For 2017, FOSS looks forward to continuing with 
its efforts so that hikers, 
cyclists, trail runners, 
equestrians, dog walkers, 
and winter trail users can 
continue enjoy the great 
outdoors. 

Photo Credit: Robert Lake  
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Lô®cole de lôAnse-au-sable Recycling Club donated $67 to FOSSðthis is the 
third time that the students have supported FOSS. Thank you to the teacher-sponsor, Vicky 
McPhee. 

Big White Ski Resort supports  FOSS through the Adopt a Trail Sponsorship Program.   
Below: Josh Foster (Director of Mountain Sports), Loose Moose (Big White Mascot) and Kris 
Hawryluik (Patrol Operations Manager) stand beside the sign post on Race Classic Trail in Myra-
Bellevue Provincial Park. Big White Ski Resort is FOSSô newest trail sponsor. In 2016 they 
adopted Race Classic between Pink Hwy and Crawford Trail. 

The Board of Directors, Friends of the South Slopes Society is 
comprised of up to 12  elected members. Elections take place at the Annual 
General Meeting. However, if there are open positions during the year, a 
new director can be elected at a regular board meeting. Ideally, there is 
diversity in the strengths, interests and experiences that each person who 
serves on the board brings to the table. FOSS strives to encourage 
representation from the groups and individuals that benefit from the trails, 
including hikers, mountain bikers, trail runners, equestrians etc. as well as 
people who live in the area and have a general interest in maintaining the 
trails. The boardôs primary interests are Myra-Bellevue and Okanagan 
Mountain Provincial Parks along with regional and civic parks that provide 
public access to the South Slopes. Ken Wiklund is the chair of the 
nomination committee for the 2017 board of directors. If you want to talk to 
Ken about  serving as a FOSS director, you can reach him by email at: 
kr.wiklund@gmail.com 
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A Little Bit of South Slopes Historyé. 
On January 21, 2016, long time Kelowna resident Brenda Thomson passed away. Brenda was a 
naturalist and  conservationist and she volunteered her time for  many local groups including Friends 
of Mission Creek, Central Okanagan Naturalists Club as well as FOSS, where  she sat on the board 
for two years. 
 

A few years ago, Brenda gave FOSS her ñSouth Slopesò fileðit is a  collection of correspondence on 
South Slopes topics dating back to the 1980ôs.  Her records included this information on Little White 
Mtn. & Bellevue Creek. 
 

Look-out tower was built by the Dominion Forest Services in 1914 
Big forest fire July 25, 1931 
Bellevue Trestle replaced in 1946 
William Crawford pre-empted 1/2 section in 1892. He and his sons acquired adjoining lands 
over the years and operated a sawmill. Crawford had his first water rights on Bellevue Creek. 
 

Camillo Lanfrancoðtrapper and hunter, had a cabin in the meadow at the base of Little White. 
He died in February of 1992 by drowning when his vehicle went through the ice on Pinaus 
Lake.  

 

Regrettably, the Forest Service look-out tower at the summit of Little White Mtn. was destroyed by 
vandals. In 2006, FOSS volunteers Dan Hobson, Mark Coffey and Cathy Richards assisted BC 
Parks staff members Mark Weston and Erin Gunoff to dismantle the tower. Debris was removed by 
helicopter. Here are two photos of the FOSS volunteers and BC Parksô staff in action. 

Photo Credits: Mark Coffey (2006) 

 
 
A mountain biker enjoying the 
downhill challenge of the trail from 

 Angel Springs  to KLO Creek Trail  
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Osprey, perched above the 
Golden Mile Trail near 
Okanagan Mtn. Provincial Park 

Photo taken on the óGet Backô Trail 
(Crown land on June Springs Rd.) 

The beauty of the meadows at Little 
White Mtn. and the spectacular view 
from the top. 
 
(Myra-Bellevue Provincial Park) 
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Oct. 29, 2016ðBrad Wright & Fred Gubbels  brushed Woolleyôs Revenge Also, thank  you to Brad 
Wright for maintaining  many of the trails in the Lost Lake area. FortisBC (Bradôs employer) 
óadoptedô lower Myra Bailout Trail but Brad also clears and improves other trails near Lost Lake and 
recently he shored up the Lost Lake Loop Bridge. Brad calls this his recreation! 

Volunteers from Adopt a Trail sponsor Cabin Forestry taking a break after working on Boris Trail this fall 

FOSSô Post spike pounder repaired 
& improved by Colin Thomson 



 

6                                                                                   Friends of the South Slopes Newsletter   Fall  2016 

Karen & Norm brushing Angel Springs Trail Repairs to óAllenôs Bridgeô on Fairlane 
Trail. The bridge is scheduled for 
replacement during FOSSô 2017 
Canada 150 Project. 

Signage was installed this summer at 
each end of Golden Mile Trail between 

Lakeshore Rd. & Okanagan Mtn. 
Provincial Park (access to Wild Horse 
Canyon) 

Winn Rentals volunteers held trail maintenance 
days on Rocky Screech & Rock Garden, Nov. 4 & 
5, 2016. Winn Rentals is a trail adopter through 
FOSSô Adopt a Trail Sponsorship Program. 


